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Scope
New generation telecommunication networks, like GPRS, IP and 3G, require objective measurement approaches for the various applications they are supporting today. Currently, there is an urgent need to test the visual quality of narrowband video telephony services, especially for bit rates of 9.6 kbps to 384 kbps.

Compared to conventional TV standards, we are looking at a new category of quality. The restringent bandwith requirements call for low bit rate video coding as well as limited image sizes. Mobile phones and PDAs typically have display formats of SQCIF and QCIF, up to CIF at best.

VQEG classifies these applications as MM5a, MM5b as well as MM6.

Study group 12 within ITU-T is very interested in both the results and the ongoing work in this area. To support the activities of VQEG; SG12 would like to work intensively in a ‘Joint Rapporteur’s Group’, together with SG9.

The contribution of SG12 could remain focused on the narrow-band applications as mentioned. Its tasks could include the preparation of test-material, co-operation with the ILG, and operating a benchmark for objective FR or RR/NR video-quality models.

Since SG12 has many years of experience in conducting auditory speech quality tests, as well as developing objective methods, SG12 is confident it can support VQEG in organizing benchmarks and defining standards for low-bandwidth video testing.
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