Minutes from VQEG Multimedia Audio Call, Thursday 16 September 2004

Chairs: David Hands (BT) and Kjell Brunnstrom (Acreo)

Participants

David Hands (BT) --- co-chair

Kjell Brunnstrom (Acreo) --- co-chair

Alex Bourret (BT)

Damien Bayart (BT)

Matthew Brotherton (BT)

Arthur Webster (NTIA)

Philip Corriveau (Intel)

Vivaik Balasubrawmanian (Intel)

Greg Cermak (Verizon)

Margaret Pinson (NTIA)

Chulhee Lee (Yonsei)

Quan Huynh-Thu (Psytechnics)

Filippo Speranza (CRC)

Pero Juric (Swissqual)

Ragip Kurceren (Nokia)

Min Yeng (Nortel)

Xiangchun Tan (Ericsson)

Jorgen Gustafsson (Ericsson) 

Irina Cortanis (Ericcson)

Doina Petrescu (Motorola)

Scott Isabelle (Motorola)

Alexander Woerner (Rohde and Schwarz)

Agenda

1. Introductions

2. Preliminary Testing

- Reason for PT

- PT labs

- Best practice for generating source (downsampling, aspect ratio and square / non-square pixels) and test sequences

- What video player are we going to use?

- Set-up of tests, presenting test material, briefing subjects, number of subjects

- Viewing distance (defining and controlling)

- Effect of display

3. Schedule for preliminary testing

Opening

DH opened the audio call and the agenda was agreed. Following introductions, DH provided an overview of why preliminary tests are required. Two reasons for preliminary testing:

i) Improve our general knowledge and understanding of performing multimedia quality tests, identify any major problems in preparing/running tests

ii) Examine specific issues such as the effect of display or viewing distance

Preliminary Testing

KB asked which organisation would be running preliminary testing. The following organisations reported that they would perform preliminary testing:

· BT will run one, possibly two tests; the first test will use VQEG Phase I material, this material (source and test sequences) will be placed on the file server hosted by NTIA; a LCD display will be used; CIF images;  ACR method; Mplayer as video player. Any second test will be identical to the first test but using a professional grade CRT for display.

· NTIA, no test details available

· Yonsei, no test details available

· Swissqual will run a test using sequences that will be placed on the file server; Quicktime will be the player; possibly running two tests with different playback (one using time stamps; the other using ?). PJ said he could make his playback system available to the group and will try to put this on the file server by 23/9/04.

· NTT will run some tests; NTT not on audio call but correspondence from Mr Okamoto confirmed plan to run preliminary tests

Verizon may run preliminary tests - GC will discuss offline with BT/NTIA as test materials would be required.

Intel will not run any pre-tests, but may have test material for the MM test proper (this material would add towards any % requirement of source material  not known to proponents).

DH requested that all preliminary tests should, as far as possible adhere to relevant ITU standards for test environment and subject numbers. DH also requested that as much information as possible is included in the reporting of tests (e.g. instructions to subjects, description of subject sample, PC spec, video card used, preparation of test material, playback system, video player, etc).

QH-T agreed to place test instructions on file server. 

Test labs asked to provide brief testplan describing what they plan to do.

New Test Material

DH asked if any new open source material would be made available for pre-test purposes. KB noted that the HDTV material he provided in Rome could be used for pre-test. AW will place this material on the file server.

MM Discussion Areas

AW reminded the group that there is a reflector specifically for the MM pre-test and that discussions associated with the pre-test should take place on this. A MM forum is also available (MM.YALISHAN.COM) where a number of technical discussions are already in progress.

Preparing test Material

The issue of preparing test sequences was raised. AB outlined a method used by BT in which the donwsampling of D1 material to CIF/QCIF is performed. Almost all open source material

MP noted that on the forum states SIF image format without acknowledging this. We have agreed to use CIF, not SIF. Some debate ensued about what CIF is. CIF is 352 x 288; need to address issue of downsampling from D1, as appears there is some perceptual effects (warping) when a simple conversion from, D1 to CIF is performed - especially for NTSC. This discussion will continue on the MM forum.

Pre-Test Matrix

KB suggested that a matrix defining topics of interest for the pre-test is defined and distributed. The matrix will outline factors we would like to investigate, and identify what factors existing pre-test labs are planning to examine. DH/KB to discuss offline.

Schedule for Pre-Tests

The following schedule for pre-testing was agreed:

Completion date
Task
Owner

23/9/04
Brief testplans placed on reflector
Pre-test labs

23/9/04
Test materials for pre-testing placed on to file server
Providers of pre-test materials

8/10/04
Run pre-tests
Pre-test labs

15/10/04
Prepare reports of pre-test
Pre-test labs

Close.

